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Coffee Chat
with the Diverse Learners Cooperative

Equipping Families for Virtual 
Learning
▪ Friday, August 28th
▪ 8:30 - 8:45am CST



The Diverse Learners Cooperative is a nonprofit organization that connects 
teachers and leaders with professional learning, resources, and networks to 

improve outcomes for diverse learners.



Today’s Mission
To identify strategies we can 
use to equip families as home 
learning facilitators, inclusive of 
diverse learners

AGENDA:

1. Start with why

2. What is needed

3. How to deliver





setting change



As learning facilitators, families will be...

Encourager

Solution 
seeker

Technical 
support

Co-
Teacher

Caregiver

Interventionist

Decision 
maker

Advocate



What?

Prepare

Set schedule

Establish learning space

Organize information

Support technology access

Support

Emotional

Behavioral

Organizational

Academic

Extend

Learning opportunities

Collaboration with team

Reflect & adjust



How?

Communicate

Early and often

Two-way

Ask the right questions

Empathize

Gather

Surveys, check-ins

Go to where families are 
(Facebook live, WhatsApp, Youtube)

Virtual parent universities, 
town hall, Q&A sessions

Provide Access

Recorded videos

Resource lists

Right resource, right time



https://diverselearnerscoop.com/toolkit

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXYZ9FpdxGc
https://diverselearnerscoop.com/toolkit


Virtual Learning Toolkit: Suggested Uses
School team members can use this 

toolkit with families in a variety of ways. 
 



For example, families may report that their child is having frequent 
meltdowns during this virtual learning, refusing to attend class or 
complete assignments.

“This experience sounds very upsetting 

for both you and your child. I think it 

would help if we consider what he may 

be trying to communicate with his 

behavior. Chapter 6 in the virtual 

learning toolkit will help you learn more 

about behavior and how to promote 

more positive behaviors when it comes 

to virtual learning. Start there and then 

let’s check in in a couple of days.”

https://diverselearnerscoop.com/toolkit
https://ebip.vkcsites.org/challenging-behavior-as-communication/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/SocialEmotionalSkills_problem-solving-steps_poster.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/Stay-Calm_Infographic.pdf


For example, a parent reports that their child is having difficulty 
accessing reading assignments provided by the school on the screen.

“Yes! I can imagine that reading on the 

screen is difficult. Your child may need 

some additional practice reading words 

off the screen or organizing ideas that 

they read about to increase their 

understanding. In Chapter 8 of the 

Toolkit, check out the lesson on 

Reading Strategies for some activities 

to try!”

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IFak7-7jmgh45P8W2QjrRtB4LBI43y29kfb9NvKWWEQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SB97R5WFlRmSjXrk7FxjofSaobagjvH_/view?usp=sharing
https://diverselearnerscoop.com/toolkit


TEACHER FAMILY

CHILD



The benefits of engaging families 

don’t change… the methods do!
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Thank you!
www.dlcresourcecenter.com/coffee-chats

Join us next time for: 

Virtual Co-Teaching
▪ Friday, September 11th
▪ 8:30 - 8:45am CST
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Let’s hear from you.


