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Coffee Chat
with the Diverse Learners Cooperative

Engaging Families First
▪ Friday, July 31st
▪ 8:30 - 8:45am CST



The Diverse Learners Cooperative connects teachers and leaders with 
professional learning, resources, and networks to improve outcomes for 

diverse learners + increase teacher and leader retention



Today’s Mission

To discuss strategies teachers 
and leaders can use to build 
authentic relationships with 
families so that all students can 
be successful this year.



Family Engagement in the Time of COVID-19...
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Connecting with Families

● Seek to understand their 
experience
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ho1alOIMt5IGEgAA4Hd3VBCMdkeSWaKD/view


● Ask:
○ Personal questions to build 

connection

○ Logistical questions to 
address needs and 
challenges

Flamboyan Foundation Guidance: Good 
questions to ask
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https://flamboyanfoundation.org/resource/family-wellness-check-in-guidance/
https://flamboyanfoundation.org/resource/family-wellness-check-in-guidance/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Msx9qxHezQ9iMZwcrSuw51fQPxWZ3xRw/view


Creating a Space at the Table for Parents

● A safe place to share

● Seek out parent leaders

● Prioritize diverse learner 
families

● Solicit feedback
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● Identifying barriers can lead to 
creative solutions
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tBMCSARZqw5pJ6ZcVDp9zAIGhSmde50k7OMUOS-4Rnk/edit


Create Clear Channels of Two Way Communication

● Do parents know where to go to get information? 
● Communicate in various ways
● How can parents communicate with the school team?
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VS



Engage families in the IEP Process
Specific to students who need specialized supports,

- Begin the conversation early

- Incorporate family concerns & ideas into the plan

- Share a draft and ask for feedback

- Amplify family voices in the meeting

- Share progress and ask for input often

- Be available and responsive
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jPmEX_MmSgnSAOaQrG4ej69jQBk9Yin6VLxHoaV_QCY/edit


Equip Parents to Be Successful

● Provide trainings and resources

● Follow up

● Remember - Parents want their 
children to succeed!
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Let’s hear from you.
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Thank you!
www.diverselearnerscoop.com/covid19

Join us here next time for: 

Bridging the EL Assessment Gap
▪ August 7th
▪ 8:30 - 8:45am CST

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYode6oqDIrHddIB2CVSDQzKrldy9-TfpVk

